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The American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy is a nonprofit 

501(c)(3) founded in 1980. We act as a catalyst to advance energy efficiency 

policies, programs, technologies, investments, & behaviors.

Our research explores economic impacts, financing options, behavior 

changes, program design, and utility planning, as well as US national, state, & 

local policy. Our work is made possible by foundation funding, contracts, 

government grants, and conference revenue.
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Adapted from 2014 Urban Sustainability Directors Network (USDN) Report: 

Equity in Sustainability: An Equity Scan of Local Government Sustainability Programs: 

usdn.org/uploads/cms/documents/usdn_equity_scan_sept_2014_final.pdf
Four Dimensions of Equity

https://www.usdn.org/uploads/cms/documents/usdn_equity_scan_sept_2014_final.pdf


Adapted from 2014 Urban Sustainability Directors Network (USDN) Report: Equity in 
Sustainability: An Equity Scan of Local Government Sustainability Programs: 
usdn.org/uploads/cms/documents/usdn_equity_scan_sept_2014_final.pdf
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https://www.usdn.org/uploads/cms/documents/usdn_equity_scan_sept_2014_final.pdf


Energy Burden Disparities



National 

Energy 

Burdens



Energy Burden Report and Factsheets

• aceee.org/energy-burden

• Report and short video

• Fact sheets: 1 national/regional 
and 25 metro areas
• Atlanta, Baltimore, Birmingham, Boston, 

Chicago, Dallas, Detroit, Houston, Las 
Vegas, Los Angeles, Miami, Minneapolis, 
New York city, Oklahoma City, 
Philadelphia, Phoenix, Richmond, 
Riverside, Rochester, San Antonio, San 
Francisco, San Jose, Seattle, Tampa, 
Washington DC
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https://aceee.org/energy-burden
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-

environment/2021/04/28/environmental-justice-pollution/

https://www.cnn.com/2021/04/21/us/air-quality-pollution-

racism-trnd-wellness/index.html

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/02/16/climate/texas-blackout-

storm-minorities.html

https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2021/04/28/environmental-justice-pollution/
https://www.cnn.com/2021/04/21/us/air-quality-pollution-racism-trnd-wellness/index.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/02/16/climate/texas-blackout-storm-minorities.html


Additional Examples of Energy Sector Inequities
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ACEEE Policy Scorecards
• Three Scorecards

• City: www.aceee.org/local-policy/city-scorecard
• State: www.aceee.org/state-policy/scorecard
• Utility: www.aceee.org/utility-scorecard

• Goal to benchmark and drive clean energy 
actions, identify best practices, set high bar 
for clean energy leaders

• Accountability and transparency  
• Data from City and State Scorecards: 

database.aceee.org/
• Data from Utility Scorecard: 

public.tableau.com/profile/aceee#!/vizhome/energy
efficiencydashboard_updated/Story1

10

http://www.aceee.org/local-policy/city-scorecard
http://www.aceee.org/state-policy/scorecard
https://www.aceee.org/utility-scorecard
https://database.aceee.org/
https://public.tableau.com/profile/aceee#!/vizhome/energyefficiencydashboard_updated/Story1
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Equity in Local Clean Energy 
Policies
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• Equity metrics included in 2020 City 

Scorecard across each chapter

• One Pager with more information on 

ACEEE’s Local Equity metrics:
• aceee.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/fo

stering_equity_in_local_clean_energ

y_policy.pdf

• New metrics in 2021: Utility/CBO/city  

partnerships, equitable approach to DER 

deployment (~20% of points)

https://www.aceee.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/fostering_equity_in_local_clean_energy_policy.pdf


Prelim insights from 2021 City Clean 
Energy Scorecard

• Emerging efforts exist among cities 

• In a growing number of cities, community 
members play a larger role in the design and 
implementation of key climate and energy actions 
• More cities undertaking engagement strategies to better reach 

marginalized groups, offering these groups a role on a formal 
decision-making body, and/or setting practices for accountability to 
energy and social equity outcomes. 

•Most progress around (utility programs, 
connecting communities/affordable housing to 
existing transit, workforce development)



City-Led Policies to Address Energy Equity and Justice

• Providence – Racial and Environmental Justice Committee leading Providence’s 
climate planning and engagement process

• Los Angeles – Green New Deal includes environmental justice goals to improve 
CalEnviroScreen scores for top 10% most polluted communities by 25% by 2025 and 
50% by 2035

• Richmond – Frontline communities will have formal roles in RVAgreen 2050 planning 
process

• Minneapolis – Climate Action Plan prioritizes high energy burden neighborhoods and 
includes energy burden as an equity indicator

• Pittsburgh – energy equity indicator report to measure metrics towards more 
equitable energy outcomes

• Saint Paul – Goal to lower energy burdens in 10 years so all households have burden 
of 4%

• Some cities are establishing Racial Equity Offices to assess equity impacts of 
legislation (e.g., Washington DC, San Antonio, Seattle)
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For more info on PUC and state level policies, see: 

database.aceee.org/city/equitable-climate-action

https://database.aceee.org/city/equitable-climate-action


Research Gaps and Opportunities

• Affordable housing and electrification and other 
decarbonization efforts (e.g., BEPS, emission caps, etc.)
• Distributional benefits, feasibility, impacts, etc.

• Best practices for equitable local EE strategies

• Effectiveness of inclusive workforce development 
strategies

• Opportunities:
• Ensure “EE first approach” in deployment of clean energy 
• Best practice for equitable utility program design, delivery, and evaluation
• Increase engagement with frontline CBOs to further structural and 

distributional equity. 
• Guidance for rural policymakers on addressing energy equity 



ACEEE’s New Leading with Equity Initiative

• New initiative to incorporate more equity-
centered metrics into our City, State, and 
Utility Scorecards

• Goal to move the needle so that Scorecard 
leaders need to be doing more on equity

• Project will convene community-based 
organizations, advocates, and utilities to 
jointly define success for equitable 
decarbonization and data needed to track 
progress

• More information: 
www.aceee.org/energy-equity-initiative

• Sign up for updates and 
ways to participate: 
survey.alchemer.com/s3/6168745/ACEEE
-LWE-Interest-Form
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https://www.aceee.org/energy-equity-initiative
https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/6168745/ACEEE-LWE-Interest-Form

