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National Equity Atlas



What is equitable sustainable 
development?
Prioritizes the needs of the most vulnerable populations, 
situating people near and connected to: good jobs, good 
schools, and assets that enable people to thrive and live to 
their full potential.
All residents:

• feel safe and possess a sense of belonging
• are fully able to participate in the economy
• contribute to the readiness for the future
• connect to assets and resources and opportunities
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Government’s Responsibility to
Foster Equitable Communities for All of Its 

Residents

“We shall seek social justice by working to expand choice and 
opportunity for all persons, recognizing a special responsibility to 

plan for the needs of the disadvantaged and to promote racial and 
economic integration. We shall urge the alteration of policies, 

institutions, and decisions that oppose such needs.”

Part One the AICP Code of Ethics, “Our Overall Responsibility to the Public,” 
section F
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Practicing equity focused resiliency 
planning
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Integrate people, place & 
economy
• Processes are inclusive 

and data informed and 
targeted to place.

• Strategies and policy 
approaches informed by 
impacted communities.

• Strategies are designed to 
foster upward economic 
mobility.



What is equity?

• Full inclusion of all residents in the economic, social, and 
political life of the region, regardless of race, ethnicity, age, 
gender, neighborhood of residence, or other 
characteristics

• Achieving equity requires a strong commitment to 
partnerships that result real change for the better.

• Theory of Change - equity investments are not ‘charity’.  
Equity is smart strategic investments in our most valuable 
capital – human beings.
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Why do we see so many racialized 
patterns of development?

Historically, housing segregation has been perpetuated by practices 
such as steering, redlining, racial covenants, and the siting of public 
housing projects, creating communities with concentrated poverty, 

low quality housing, low quality schools, distance from jobs, minimal 
access to transit, high crime rates, poor health outcomes, and lack of 

access to credit.

The Ghost of History



Historic HOLC map of Baltimore.
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Category A (green) - new, homogenous areas 
(“American Business and Professional Men”), 
in demand as residential locations in good 
times and bad 

Category B (blue) - “still desirable” areas that 
had “reached their peak” but were expected 
to remain stable for many years 

Category C (yellow) - “definitely declining,” 
generally sparsely populated fringe areas 
that were typically bordering on all black 
neighborhoods 

Category D (red) - areas in which “things 
taking place in [yellow areas] had already 
happened.” Black and low-income 
neighborhoods were considered to be the 
worst for lending. 



Baltimore today: Food Deserts
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Baltimore Today: Dirty Streets & Alleys
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Baltimore today: Vacant Properties
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Putting it into Context
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The Evil Ghost of History



Not Just Ghosts – Still Haunts Us Today
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Redlining & Recent Subprime Lending in Cleveland
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Institutionalized Discriminatory 
Practices – Land Use and Investments
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A New Paradigm – Setting the table for 
success
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Inclusive Planning Process
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Tools for Data Advised Processes
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Data Advised Process
Disparities in Access to Opportunity
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• Demographics and School 
Proficiency

• Demographics and Job Proximity 
Map 

• Demographics and Labor Market
• Demographics and Transit Trips
• Demographics and Poverty Map
• Demographics and Low 

Transportation Costs
• Opportunity Indicators by 

Race/Ethnicity
• Demographics and Environmental 

Health
• Other supplemental data



Miami
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Mapping Inequality
https://dsl.richmond.edu/panorama/redlining/
Over 150 redlining maps

https://dsl.richmond.edu/panorama/redlining/
https://dsl.richmond.edu/panorama/redlining/


Miami Racially and Ethnically 
Concentrated Areas of Poverty (2010)
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AFFH Data and Mapping Tool



Miami Racially and Ethnically 
Concentrated Areas of Poverty (2010)
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AFFH Data and Mapping Tool



School Proficiency: Miami
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Demographics and Environmental 
Health
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Tools for Data Advised Processes
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www.nationalequityatlas.org



Tools for Data Advised Processes
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www.nationalequityatlas.org



Tools for Data Advised Processes
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www.nationalequityatlas.org



The Face of Florida Continues to 
Change
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Air Pollution
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Air Pollution
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Can all residents access clean air?
Miami-Fort Lauderdale-Miami Beach, FL Metro 
Area: In 2015, for Cancer and non-cancer risk, the 
Latino population had the highest air pollution 
exposure index of 49 and the White population had 
the lowest of 29.



Poverty
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Why it matters
High rates of poverty impact everyone, costing our economy billions of dollars 
annually and weakening the middle class and civic engagement. Child poverty 
alone costs an estimated $500 billion a year to the U.S. economy, stifling the 
potential of millions of families and threatening prosperity.



Unemployment
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Working and Poor
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Wage Differential
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Housing
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Thank you!

Sarita Turner
sturner@iscvt.org


	Helpful Tools: PolicyLink’s National Equity Atlas
	What is equitable sustainable development?
	Slide Number 3
	Practicing equity focused resiliency planning�
	What is equity?
	Why do we see so many racialized patterns of development?�
	Historic HOLC map of Baltimore.
	Baltimore today: Food Deserts
	Baltimore Today: Dirty Streets & Alleys�
	Baltimore today: Vacant Properties
	Putting it into Context
	Not Just Ghosts – Still Haunts Us Today
	Institutionalized Discriminatory Practices – Land Use and Investments�
	A New Paradigm – Setting the table for success
	Inclusive Planning Process
	Tools for Data Advised Processes
	Data Advised Process�Disparities in Access to Opportunity
	Miami
	Miami Racially and Ethnically Concentrated Areas of Poverty (2010)
	Miami Racially and Ethnically Concentrated Areas of Poverty (2010)
	School Proficiency: Miami
	Demographics and Environmental Health
	Tools for Data Advised Processes
	Tools for Data Advised Processes
	Tools for Data Advised Processes
	The Face of Florida Continues to Change
	Air Pollution
	Air Pollution
	Poverty
	Unemployment
	Working and Poor
	Wage Differential
	Housing
	Slide Number 34

