


 



 
Ø 5 of the 15 largest ports in the 

U.S. in Louisiana 
 
Ø Port of South Louisiana is the 

nation’s #1 by tonnage  
 
Ø Louisiana’s ports handle cargo 

accounting for 20% of the 
nation’s waterborne commerce 
(by tonnage) 



	
  
Coastal	
  Protec,on	
  and	
  Restora,on	
  Authority	
  of	
  Louisiana	
  



•  #1 producer in fisheries in the Lower 48 States 
•  #2 producer of oysters 
•  #1 producer of blue crabs 
•  #1 producer of crawfish 
•  #1 producer of shrimp 
•  #1 habitat for migratory waterfowl and 

songbirds 

























1. Land loss decreases storm energy 
dissipation 

2. Ridge created using dredged 
Mississippi River sediments  

4. Natural vegetated ridges efficiently 
dissipate storm energy, reducing surge 
potential. 

3. Vegetation can offset subsidence 
elevation losses over time 



























In	
  Summary	
  	
  
Important	
  Resources	
  Can	
  Now	
  Be	
  Applied	
  to	
  Coastal	
  Resources	
  in	
  
Louisiana	
  to	
  Monitor	
  and	
  Forecast	
  the	
  Movement	
  of	
  Eleva,ons	
  
Downward	
  and	
  the	
  Rise	
  of	
  Sea	
  Levels	
  
	
  
Project	
  Specific	
  Efforts	
  Have	
  Been	
  Implemented	
  	
  
	
  
With	
  Various	
  Scenarios	
  Described	
  in	
  the	
  Na,onal	
  Climate	
  Assessment	
  
and	
  Other	
  Documenta,on,	
  Forecasted	
  Sea	
  Level	
  Rise	
  Can	
  be	
  Assessed	
  
and	
  Monitored	
  Along	
  the	
  Northern	
  Gulf	
  
	
  
With	
  Very	
  Low	
  Eleva,ons	
  Today	
  and	
  High	
  Rates	
  of	
  Rela,ve	
  Sea	
  Level	
  
Rise,	
  Ac,ve	
  Collabora,on	
  and	
  Applica,on	
  of	
  the	
  High	
  Rates	
  of	
  Change	
  
Need	
  to	
  Protec,on	
  Coastal	
  Popula,ons	
  and	
  Management	
  of	
  our	
  Natural	
  
Resources	
  will	
  be	
  Very	
  Important	
  

 
Ø  The Processes and Rates of 

Change Have Been Described for 
Over 100 Years as Well As Their 
Impacts 

 
Ø  Our Own Development Activities 

Have Made the Coast, Our 
Populations and Infrastructure 
Even More Vulnerable to Present 
and Future Relative Sea Level 
Rise (SLR and Subsidence)  

 
Ø  An Open Question Exists On the 

Affordability of Being Able to 
Continue to Live and Work in A 
Landscape Changing More 
Quickly Than Almost Anyplace on 
the Planet 

 




