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Todays presentation

- Dutch design principles

- Applicability

- The genesis of Dutch 
Dialogues in New Orleans and
elsewhere



Building levees since 1200



Today, building levees is only
one measure of a much broader
palet of strategies that we put in 
position.

Mostly the solution is found in a 
combination of larger and
smaller measures that work
together



vulnerable for rising sealevel and
increase of river discharges



Sea level rise is a Sandy-like
storm surge in slow motion,
an inexorable, 
decade-by-decade phenomenon
that never creates a sense of 
immediate crisis.



• Start from a regional
approach

• Look through the scales
• Develop a dot at the horizon
• Connect long term 

perspective with short term 
measures









Brouwersdam, entire closed, low technology, no failure

What is realised?



Easterscheld surgebarrier, half open, high tech, high 
maintenance 



Maeslant Barrier , entire open, higher tech,  failure probability



Dare to be
innovative

Sand-engine. Let nature finish the job

















Work with the system, 
not against it.

Analyze the system,
when you understand how it works
you can work along with it



Work with the system, 
not against it.

Analyze the system,
when you understand how it works
you can make use of it



OPTION 1 
•Heighten the levees with: 40-80 
cm

OPTION 2
• Widen the area, create more space for 
the water



Room for the river projects
are always an integrated design approach

Different circumstances - different focus



36 Room for the river projects



Dordrecht

Sometimes the solution is elsewhere













Noordwaard



watertaxi

routes naar 
de stad

vloedbossen

uitbreiding Biesbosch-
systeem

wonen in 
het bos

Dordrecht aan de 
Biesbosch

historische havenkernen

Noordwaard





Overdiepse polder
New future for next generation farmers

























Nijmegen
Extension of city life







Image source: iLent
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Do not accept solutions
that only work

Strive for solutions that
both work and add value



Scheveningen

The levee as a chance









Bouldevard Scheveningen De Solà - Morales









Kustwerk Katwijk

Cars covered by dunes





Design; OKRA



Design; OKRA



Design; OKRA



Design; OKRA



Design; OKRA



Design; OKRA





Rotterdam

Adaptive & attractive



Design; Urbanisten



Development of Rotterdam Harbour

































Waterstorage in the underground



Design; Urbanisten



Design; Urbanisten



Design; Urbanisten



Applicability in US

Slow streams
Dania Beach



Living with the Bay
Interboro Team 











Sluice Gate

Storm Water Swale

Room for the River







Not only designs that work but that also add quality



Dutch Dialogues

Drawing as Esperanto

Speeding up the process & connecting parties



Connect different disciplines



Use principles of ‘drawing together’



Delhi 2050



Saoedi Arabië



Saoedi Arabië



Ho Chi Minh City | Vietnam



Ho Chi Minh City | Vietnam



Building
America’s 
Water City

Greater New Orleans
Comprehensive, Integrated & 
Sustainable Water 









Resiliency takes smart, 
integrated planning and
can add value



• wWater safety requires
more than a technical
approach, above all it
requires a design 
approach
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