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Informed Decisions 

Make a Smart Home



Stronger, Sustainable, 

More Resilient Communities

Our Vision



AFTERBEFORE

Why We Exist



Our Partners



Building Resilience, 

from the ground-up

Stakeholder
Education, 

Partnership, 
and 

Relationships

Policy and 
Incentive

Behavior 
Change

THE NEXT 
COMMUNITY

THE NEXT 
COMMUNITY

The STATE

FEMA/ Disaster 
Mitigation and Recovery

Partners 
and 

Funders



Consumers

Building Officials 

Real Estate

Insurers

Elected Officials

NGO’s

Contractors

Appraisers

Manufacturers 

Suppliers  

Architects & Engineers

Academics

Goal: Share information through existing, community touchpoints

Stakeholders



Wind   +   Flood   + Insurance

Multi-Hazard Resilience



Current Building Codes

Mitigation funding options

FORTIFIED Home™ Construction

Insurance = economic resilience

State and Local policies that enhance 

community resilience

The Building Blocks of a Resilient Community





$40M - 105 fans – 175 mph gusts – 30 Megawatts 



Building Codes

The MINIMUM Standard



•Definable

•Consistent

•Verified

• Systems Based

FORTIFIED Home™ Approach



Hazard-Specific Building Standards

Location and Design Wind Speed are key determining factors in deciding which standard(s) apply.  

Openings, Gables and Attached Structures

Structure (CLP) and Chimneys

Roof and Attic Ventilation System

Hurricane





The Impact of FORTIFIED
Reduce insured losses by as much as 

50% just by getting the roof right!



EVALUATION PROCESS 

& BENEFITS



A National Standard



IBHS 2018 Rating the States

95



FBC Performance in IRMA



FBC 

• Components based

• State code 

• Enforcement and standards 
vary based on location

• Necessary documentation 
collected on materials and 
installation

FORTIFIED

• Holistic & systematic

• Consistent, national standard

• Third-Party Evaluator

• Comprehensive verification 
and documentation

• Sealed roof deck & ring shank 
nails

FORTIFIED VS Florida Building Code



What Does “Built to Code” 
Mean to Consumers?

• The challenge

–No value or meaning

–Consumers think “built to code” same everywhere
–Hard to differentiate between other new homes and less 

expensive existing homes

• In most locations, “built to code” does not automatically 
qualify a home for FORTIFIED designation





More Information

SmartHomeAmerica.org

DontGoof.org



Thank You

Contact Information

Hank Hodde

Planning and Policy Manager

hank@smarthomeamerica.org

251.206.5634 @BuildResilient


